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The authors have made a genuine attempt to resolve my concerns and answer
my questions. A few comments remain: (1) Please have the authors correct teh
verb that follows "data," as this is a plural, not single, subject, which the verb
must reflect. (2) The revised text of the manuscript state that: "Despite these
findings there are no prospective published reports in the medical literature
directly linking an endoscope, cleaned in accordance with current reprocessing
standards and guidelines and not defective in design, to transmission of an
infectious agent (biofilm associated or not) from one patient to another patient.”
Please change the text to include, in addition to its statement: "from one patient
to another patient,” the statement: "or from the environment to the patient."
Biofilms are not exclusive to patients but also form on enviromental surfaces.
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