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Editor's comment:

This study protocol was not peer reviewed by the journal because it had already received "ethical" and 
funding approval by the time it was submitted. These processes of approval usually involve peer review. 
Also, once approved, the authors/investigators are unlikely to be able to make revisions to their protocol. On
balance, then, the editors of this journal have accepted the protocol because the authors were able to 
supply evidence of both types of approval. 

Note that study protocols that have yet to receive "ethical" and/or funding approval are peer reviewed in the 
normal way. 

More information about our policies on study protocols is available at: 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpublichealth/ifora/?txt_jou_id=2024&txt_mst_id=2011 

We strongly advise readers to contact the authors or compare with any published results article(s) to ensure 
that no deviations from the protocol occurred during the study. 


