Author's response to reviews

Title: Dose Escalation of a Curcuminoid Formulation
Authors:

Christopher D Lao (clao@umich.edu)
Mack T Ruffin IV (mruffin@umich.edu)
Daniel Normolle (monk@umich.edu)
Dennis D Heath (dheath@ucsd.edu)
Sandra | Murray (simurray@umich.edu)
Joanne M Bailey (jabailey@umich.edu)
Martha E Boggs (haabme@umich.edu)
James Crowell (crowellj@mail.nih.gov)
Cheryl L Rock (clrock@ucsd.edu)

Dean E Brenner (dbrenner@umich.edu)

Version: 2 Date: 4 November 2005

Author's response to reviews:

November 4, 2005

Editor
BMC Complementary and Alternative Medicine

Dear Editor:

It is my pleasure to submit my revised research article, "Dose Escalation of a Curcuminoid Formulation", for
consideration in BMC Complementary and Alternative Medicine.

Curcumin is the major yellow pigment extracted from turmeric, a commonly-used spice in India and
Southeast Asia that has broad anticarcinogenic and cancer chemopreventive potential. However, few
systematic studies of curcumin's pharmacology and toxicology in humans have been performed. We report
the first human single dose escalation study of a currently available curcuminoid product.

| certify that the above-titled manuscript represents original work and that we have reviewed the final
version and approve it for dissemination and/or publication. Neither this manuscript nor a manuscript with
substantially similar content under my (our) authorship has been published or is currently being considered
for publication by any other journal. | am the corresponding author.

We understand that if this document, or a revised version of this document, and any derivative forms of this
document, including electronic versions, are accepted for publication by BMC Complementary and
Alternative Medicine, the article will be copyrighted and become the exclusive property of BMC
Complementary and Alternative Medicine. We further understand that we are solely responsible for the
content of the published article, including changes made during copy-editing. We warrant that we have full
power to grant the rights to this document.

We certify that all individuals listed as authors of this manuscript have participated in conceptualizing the
research or content of the manuscript, in writing or critically editing the manuscript, and/or in analysis of
data presented in the manuscript. We certify that we have no financial affiliation/interest (eg, employment,
stock holdings, consultantships, honoraria) in the subject matter, materials, or products mentioned in this
manuscript.

The manuscript has been revised to address the following reviewer's comment.

Comment: Clarify the nature of the curcumin.



Response: The nature of the curcumin used in this study was standardized powdered extract. The
manuscript has been revised to consistently use this description.

All authors read and approved the revised final manuscript.

We look forward to hearing from you. Thank you very much for the opportunity to create this manuscript for
BMC Complementary and Alternative Medicine.

Sincerely yours,

Mack T. Ruffin IV, M.D., M.P.H.
Professor



