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Open access: changing the way chemistry is published

Wh at iS Open aCCess (OA) jou rnal pu bl |Sh | ng? Open access is not self-publishing, nor a means to bypass peer review

e Free and permanent unrestricted online access to peer-reviewed articles e Authors retain copyright to their work
* Increased visibility for articles and increased potential citations e Data can be redistributed, reused and translated freely

Open access Vvs. subscription journal publishing process
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Disconnected charges

Many publishers levy colour and page
charges, which is incompatible with the

Open access publishing: the economics oresent online environment

Publishing involves operational costs — editorial management, peer review management,
manuscript preparation, technical overheads etc.

The business model of most OA journals involves charging for the service of publishing —
through a one-off ‘article processing charge’ (APC) — thus removing subscription barriers The grOWth of open access

and allowing free access to everyone. 4000
APCs are normally covered by the author’s research grant®? or by their institution, and o _
authors from low-income nations routinely have the APC waived. T e
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TIMELINES

1991: arXiv: the
internet’s first central,
preprint repository;
aimed at physicists but
also computer science
and mathematics’

1997: PubMed: free
search engine for
accessing biomedical
journal abstracts?

1998: Scholarly
Publishing and
Academic Resources
Coalition (SPARCQ): calls
for alternative, less
costly journals?

1999: Open Archive
Initiative: aims to build
a low-barrier
framework for digital,
institutional
repositories*

1999: BioMed Central
launches OA journals®

2000: PubMed Central:
free archive of full
text versions of
biomedical literature.®

2001: PLoS (Public
Library of Science):
non-profit, project
aimed at creating a
library of OA journals’

2002: Budapest Open
Access Initiative®

2003: Bethesda
Statement on Open
Access Publishing?®

2003: Berlin
Declaration on Open
Access to Knowledge

in the Sciences and

Humanities™

2004: Launch of Open
Repository™"

2004: Release of
PubChem: a free
resource that provides
information on the
biological activities of
small molecules'

2005: Wellcome
becomes first funder
to introduce
mandatory open
access policy'3

2006: Launch of
Chemistry Central™

2007: ChemSpider
launched’

2008: Open Access
Scholarly Publishers
Association launched'™

2009: Journal of
Cheminformatics
publishes first articles

2009: Open Access
Waiver Fund to
support developing
country authors
initiated in association
with Pfizer!’

2010: Journal of
Systems Chemistry
publishes first articles

2010: Federal Research
Public Access Act
introduced in US

senate’®




