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BioMed Central is the open access publisher committed to the free widespread
dissemination of scientific research, and publishes over 200 peer-reviewed open
access journals across the whole of biology and medicine.

Open access publishing ensures the rapid and efficient communication of research
findings. This means:

1. Articles are universally and freely accessible via the Internet without charge or
any other barrier to access

2. Articles are immediately deposited and permanently archived in PubMed
Central

3. Authors retain copyright of their article, which can be freely redistributed and
reused under a Creative Commons license as long as it is correctly attributed

“Very helpful to us in the third world because free access has
liberated us who cannot afford paying subscriptions

to journals.”

Emil Namakuka Kikwilu, Muhimbili University of Health Sciences

Covering the costs of open access publishing

BioMed Central does not charge subscription fees to access its research content,
believing that barrier-free access to the full text of research articles is in the best
interests of the scientific community, but publishing open access is not without
costs.

BioMed Central defrays these costs from an article-processing charge (APC). This
APC is a flat charge and can be paid for by:

Authors: The author who submits the manuscript is responsible for making or
arranging the payment through one of the below options.

Institutions: BioMed Central’s Membership Program allows institutions to actively
support open access in scholarly publishing. To help remove the cost from the
individual author, researchers at Member organizations can publish in any BioMed
Central journal without directly incurring some or all of the article-processing
charge.

Funding bodies: Many funding agencies allow the use of grants for this purpose,
and an increasing number such as the Wellcome Trust, the Howard Hughes
Medical Institute, and the US National Institutes for Health strongly encourage
open access publication.

For more information on article-processing charge visit
www.biomedcentral.com/info/authors/apcfaq
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Reasons for publishing in BioMed Central’s journals

Open access
Research articles published in BioMed Central’s journals are freely available online,
so anyone can read your article without charge or any other barrier to access.

Rapid publication

Online submission, electronic peer review and production make the process of
publishing your article simple and efficient. Articles are published rapidly upon
acceptance.

“BMC is the standard against which online submission
must be measured. Easy to use, easy to access, and
an author’s work reaches a very large audience.”
James Jarvis, University of Oklahoma College of Medicine

No space constraints or color figure charges
Publishing online means unlimited space for figures, extensive data and video
footage.

You retain copyright

This means that your article can be freely redistributed and reused as long as
the article is correctly attributed. For example, you can post your article on your
personal or institutional homepage and e-mail it to friends and colleagues.

Impact Factors and Thomson Reuters citation tracking

Over 100 of BioMed Central’s journals have been accepted by Thomson Reuters for
citation tracking and inclusion in Web of Science, and many of these already have
impressive Impact Factors.

Included in PubMed, Google and all major bibliographic databases

All articles published in BioMed Central journals are included in PubMed, Google
and all major bibliographic databases so that your work can be found easily and
cited by researchers and clinicians around the world.

High visibility and international readership in your field

BioMed Central’s open access policy ensures maximum exposure for your work —
BioMed Central’s open access journals receive an average of 22 million page views
per month.

Compliance with open access mandates

By publishing in one of BioMed Central’s open access journals, your article will
comply with open access mandates, including the NIH Public Access Policy and the
Wellcome Trust Open Access Policy.

Get your article promoted

When appropriate, articles are promoted by emailing selected groups of
researchers working in the same field or by informing the general and/or scientific
press.
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