Additional File 1

Estimate of ITU person days spent on ventilators worldwide, (based on earlier estimate of 2,582,340 pesticide self-poisonings): A crude estimate of the number of patients intubated is (OP poisoning: 2/3 x 2,582,340 x 0.25 = 430,390; poisoning with other pesticides: 1/3 x 2,582,340 x 0.05 = 43,039; total 473,429). The length of time intubated will be [430,390 x 0.66 x 45 hrs] + [430,390 x 0.33 x 284 hrs] + [43,039 x 45 hrs] = 55,055,489 hrs of intubation – 6280 person years of ventilation. If the lower estimate of 1,291,170 episodes of pesticide self-poisoning is used, this equates to 3140 years of ventilation. 


